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Carni v al Gl as s

l ntroducti on

Carnival glass is a unique type olfali@@ descen
and its popul ariltyd esaked i n the 19

It was first produced in thendniwtaesd c&tl dteads b
| ri descetth eWarceo mp arsi edDuganmgh | mperi al and Nor
foll swed .BHbWwever its origins can be traced b
which has a |l ong history of glassmaking.

Carni val Gl ass waostseadn easnad ilvewt o more expe
glass. However, its wunique iridescence soon

own right and was o€Caremi wasledgamesa. prize in

The glass is known for its vibrant colours a
created by spraying the glass with metallic

iridescertit g@davweavily on the skill and exper
Stourbridge, includingCaAdeHhHarr Nabbrthbhwdo#r e

Stourbridge Pioneers of Carnival Gl as s

The production of Carnival glass relied heav

Stourbridge craftsmen.

Art hur whashnot her skilled glass chemist who
The White House Glassworks. (The site i s now

ithe footprint of the old White House Cone i

museum). He emi gr aneld fioanAmar iThe Stourbridge
Louis Comfort Tiffany. Nash was responsi bl e
Favrile GI ass, using a secret recipe.
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Favril eifGloamsd he ol dalEmiglleahi Agwr ohuagnhdt o r

handcrafted.

FredkcCiac deboBnockmowas a designer and gl ass mas
for 20 years at Stevens namnmrd dWicleldi acnos ,0 uw heedr eg |
1903 he too emigr atfedunde dnmelre c&t eanntde t oGl as s
CorniNepw, YDtrakt eHe was r esponsi bunreu sfacall oarresa tainmdg
dr amati cussend piers t he i pin dcegslcaesnst nStoedinbee o f t he
colours he cr efautreednewas call ed

Harry Norwahswooondke of the pioneers otfheCaUmiitvead
St atOxs ginal |l y flrnom 8Walr,d shleeye,mi grated to Amer
wor ked for some of the | eading ¢lobds compani
BrockanBbBoenix Glass, | ater gl Mserst twompdani es
Gl aslsarwggs the son of John Norretphlwocokdo,o f(lwahhod ma
Vase), and was responsible for developing ma
production of Carnivake gkabsed Ohi pressindedo
whi ch was -ftihreins theadh db yr ehsehaatpiigngghandt i ng uni que

from the rreapelad PpPporms.

Questions

WhatCarsni val gl ass?

Carnival gl assmoiusl dseidmpgllya spsr enssist h an i ri desce.]
manufactured7, i hnheaihyrle@ate pattern work and

t hleat e VicApbti Bouaedu aesthetic perfectly.

How was the iridescence created in Roman GI a
Despite its beauty, and the unquestionable t
iridescence was not an intentional effect in
|l eached from the glass by slightly acidic wa
What are the main features of Carnival gl ass
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Most patterns were inspired by nature or geo
the mobhédiridescent finish was applied by sp

firAsmga result, the spe€xrimilvaluadlidadgdsessttdamd an
properties of the glass, but rather a finish
Why did Carnival Gl ass become popul ar?

lts popularity rose due to a |l ack of indoor

glass making. With most homeCarmeivay geélhassi wa
striking highl iCghtnifvoarl anya spsa rtlhguhmw.leviocull @l r e f |
sparkle and dance on the glass surfaces, mak

gl asswar e had bieae nv ehrayn d ebnlgotwny &aaddcwsthyt pe

i nvent i eoqualfi thyy glhoul ds, | abour was significa
suidnas a result, this glass betawms &Gokneg.f e
What caused the decline of Carnival gl ass?

Theising prominence ofanbdepAai nDebapmséveaimensnt

glass dramatically fell out of fashion.
Why i s iGQarmalvlagd gl ass?

The abrupt decline in popularity actually in
over whel ming dominance of this type of gl ass
|l arge supply. As demand waned, the gl assware

eventnsthe 1pr200dsuci ng the name: Carnival gl as

Origins in Tiffany GI ass

Carnival glass can trace its origins back toc
Ti ffany Studios in the | ate 19th and early 2
its unique colours and textures and At Nouv

sought to recreahepthesedqgbhssties
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Ar t Nouveau

Art Nouveau is a type of art that was very p
l't is known for its fancy and fl owing design
of small and detailed parts. Art Nouveau can
j eweery, and pictures. It Il oves to show the

fl owery patterns, and making art a part of e

Met hod of Producti on

Embossed Surfaces

Carnival mngddagsss nwgasa t echni gureo uk ndowng .a sT hprse sisn
pour i npgr easnsdi n g
mol ten glass into a

using a mechanical

Moul ds made sure th
gl ass objects all s
Plaster model and wax test t he same si ze and S
Drawn design. piece.

The glass was then
removed from the mo

andanfdi ni shed by

heatinbgapndgs

Machine carving interior

of mould. Carnival glass is Kk
its intricate embos
sur faces, which oft

feature themes of a

Dropping and cutting Glass formed from and nature, as wel |
Qfagatherof hot glass mould. geometr i ¢ gr i ds . Th
into mould.

designs were carveocd
model s and moul ds w
creat from t hem. T h e

An iridised glass bowl from
mould and shaped.

The same glass bowl heated embossed patterns
and spun into a plate.

embossed on the sur
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the glass were highlighted when the iridesce
shaping process.

l ridescence and Col our

Carnival gl ass igdtdesittesnybealtoiufr sl from a spec
involves using metallic salts. Aften the gl a
solutionirsnudwhiarke i tods still hot. These sal
glass. When |Iight hits the glass, the thin |
ways, creating a rainbow of cold®hrs ée&fkecpur
similar to the way a rainbow appehbhageonot hei
where |ight reflects off the surface to prod
Just as a rainbow appears after it rains, wh
and splits into different col owsrs,s twheatwamnakte
Carnival glass so extraordinary and col ourfu
glass is marigold orange, then amethyst, bl u
rarest of all. Other shades do exansyt, includ
varieties of the main colours such as amber,

Prei sit activities

~ Show pictures of Carnival Glass to the stu

designs of the gl ass.

~ Ask the students to describe the texture o

means.
~ Disculthdsttolre cal background of Carni val Gl ac
area, and show pictures of the Stourbridge p
~ Show i mages of how Carnival glass was made
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At the museum

Bring drawing and col ousrk entgc hpbeonocki |fso r psakpeetrc ho
annotating.

Find the Carnival glass on the first floor o

~ Hi st Arsk the students to identify the diffe

patterns used. Which |l ocal factories made Ca
made in Stourbridge? Which other countries n
~ScienckRi scuss Carnival Gl as s, How the iride

colour of the glass change the effect of the

~ Lit:erWrciyte a descriptive sentence, paragra
of the Carnival glass items using sensory | a

textures.

~ Desilginscuss the everyday gl assware pupil s
appearance. Some items of Carnival glass hayv
coll eatowowl for collecting hair from a hair

styling tovealreme ). mbslk students to design an
could be made in glass. What unusual everyda
~ Drawing: Akddws tgn form, draw the outline o
piece&€arofval glass. Next, focus on decoratio
el ement, shade the textures of the embossed

~ ExhibitionWGukathnogroups texdhurmate oynowrd v
glass. Take photographs, or draw quick sketc
complete this task back at school, and creat
gl ass pieces) of Tallkkescmatpti ons and dates to he

will you choose for your Carnival gl ass exhi

~ Anal yti:c FRenvd eot her exampl es of contempor al
Wri manal ysis of these designs. How do they ¢c
Which do you prefer and why?
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~ Art Hi ®©hothe | ower fl oor of the museum, fi
Roman gl ass. Look at the appearance of the n

compare to the manmade iridescence of Carniwv

Back at school

Literacy

~Creative Writing and Refl ections

Acti Wimtay:i ne you are a piece of Carnival gl a:

TasWrite a short story from the perspective

made, where you were displayed, and the adve
creative and use your imagination to bring t
Learning @uetvcednoep:i ng creative writing skills
hi story and creation.process of Carnival gl a

Acti Rietfyect on your VvVisit to the Stourbridge

TasWrite a review of your experience at the

piece of glass? What new things did you | ear

Learning Outcome: Practi ci reg croaufrlaeyd tnigo rp earsd |

engagement with museum visits.

Art and Design
~Crafting and Curating

Acti LCirteyat e your ow#d nGaprnmiedalardIwas K.

TasKk: Use materials |Iike coloured cellophane
paints to design a piece of art inspired by
shapes, colours, and effects to create somet

Learning @&untccooumea:gi ng creativity and experi m
replicate the iridescent qualities of Carniyv
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Acti Ciutryat e your own glass exhibition.

TasWse the photographs or sketches you made
themed coll age. Think about Mbw yod owant stha

or even where the glass was made.

Learning Quetacroonmen.g about exhibition design al

and artistic skills.

Science
~Light and Chemistry Experi ments

Acti LCirtemt e a rainbow with water and a mirror

Mat erBawbk: of water, small mirror, torch.
TasRlLace a smal/l mirror inside the bowl of w
it. Observe the rainbow that appears on the
Science Codmuesd¢tiloke Carnival glass uses met s
colours, here the water and mirror bend |igh
reflection and refraction.

Learning @uwtpcloomei:ng | ight and colour through
understanding how different materials intera
Act i Wwihtiynwy Penny Experi ment .

Materials: Tarnished copper pennies, salt, v
Task: Mi x salt and vinegar in a bowl. Dip th
watch them become shiny again.

Science Connection: Explain how the vinegar
surface. Link this to how Carnival glass 1is
Learning Outcome: |l nvestigating chemical rea
whil e connecting it to the science behind Ca
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Mat hemati cs

~Patterns, Symmetry, and Measurements

Act i Eixtpyore symmetry in Carnival glass desic
Taskook at pictures of Carnival gl ass, espec
Can you spot | ines of symmetry? Try drawing

inspired by the patterns you see.

Mat hs F®yxmmetry.

Expl anataingn:Carni val gl ass designs have rotat
about | ines of symmetry and practice creatin
Learning Quntdceonset:candi ng symmetry in art and |
pat tderrarwi ng skil |l s.

Acti viesgel |l ation and repeating patterns.
Taskook closely at the tessellation or repea
Then, draw your own patterns, making sure th
Mat hs Fbesussel | ati on and repeating patterns.
Expl andetiseel | ati on means repeating a shape ¢
overlaps. Practice drawing your own tessella
designs found in Carnival gl ass.

Learning Quetacroonmen.g about geometric shapes ani

how tessellations fit together.
Acti Mietaysure the peri meter, area, and vol ume
TasWse objects shaped | i ke Carnival glass (e

di shes) to measure the perimeter (circumfere

and estimate or calcul ate the vol ume of t he
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Mat hs FMeasuring and calculating perimeter (

vol ume.

Learning Qwtpdomewmwgrt dalmaths to objects inspi
while | earning about circular shapes and how

| mage Resources

Figure 1, Carnival Glass Vase

Figure 2, Ancient Roman Glass Vase

CarnivalGlassTeacher s Resource EStourbridge Glass Museum 2024 A
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Figure 3,6 Vi c t Bowl,iNarthvdood, 1911 - 1912
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STOURBRIDGE

GLASS MUSLUM

STOURBRIDGE

GI\SS MUSLEUM

Figure 4, Peacocks on the fence Bowl, Northwood, 1914

CarnivalGlassTeacher sd Resource EStourbridge Glass Museum 2024 A
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